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what he called his new principle of English law.* At
the same time, many able men at the bar supported the
learned Judge both in his doctrine, and its applications;"
thus, as a matter of course, making themselves objects
of the malice and unextinguishable hatred of Junius.
For the space of nearly two more years, Junius went on
most remorselessly assailing a number of eminent cha-
racters ; accusing some of them of heinous personal, as
well as political vices, of which it is notorious that they
were innocent, and emptying the vials of his wrath upon
all the measures of Government. But suddenly, towards
the close of 1772, to the wonder of some, and the relief
of many, his signature disappeared altogether from the
pages of the press. A very short time after this, Mr.
(subsequently Sir Philip) Francis, whom I as firmly
believe to have been the author of the letters of Junius,
as I believe him to have been the first, the most perse-
vering, and the cruellest of my father's enemies, received
from Lord North, or at least from Lord North's govern-
ment, his splendid appointment as member "of the
Supreme Council of Calcutta, with a salary which
amounted to just ten thousand pounds per annum.
He had never before held any place under Government
except that of a clerk in the War Office, with a salary
of two or three hundred pounds. He had no family
support, no political connection, no sudden accession of
personal importance, except what he may have gained
as a pamphleteer, and as the author of the bitterest
political satires that had ever before appeared in the
newspapers, to account for this sudden and extraordinary
rise.*-]- In the same fleet which carried out Sir Elijah
Impey, was Mr. Philip Francis, and the two other
* It is well known bow directly Lord Mansfield was opposed to all
those popular contentions, in which Alderman Wilkes, Oliver, and Crosby,
encouraged by their parliamentary patron, Lord Temple, and their legal
adviser, Pratt (Lord Camden), took so mischievous a part. But it is not
so generally known, that my father bore an ample share, with the great
Lord Chief Justice, in the obloquy cast upon him, by Junius, though not
in his letters; or that, in Lord George Gordon's riots, the house at Ham-
mersmith, as connected with Ms name, was threatened with attack, but
bravely defended by his brother, in 1780.
t Pranciswas acquainted with Burke before leaving England; and during
his residence in India, he maintained an active correspondence with
Burke's cousin. This will be more particularly alluded to in a future
chapter.